
I spent Monday at the College Athletics sports. Despite the cold 

weather, we had great attendance and participation. The 400m was the first 

event and it was hotly contested in each age group. As I watched the event I 

saw many students striving for excellence  by wanting to do better than last 

year or break a record.  

Healthy competition was the feature of the day.  

The day was not about being a winner but participation, supporting team   

mates and doing your personal best. It was a celebration and about having 

fun and enjoying the College community. This is what I ask of our students   

every day and I hope that they will take this attitude into academic pursuits; 

to strive in every lesson for learning growth.  

Thank you to Kale Watkins and his team for co -ordinating this College event.  

Congratulations to all those who participated, winners of individual events, 

record breakers and age group champions.  

Excellence  

Learning growth does not happen unless you are prepared to invest in       

yourself. One way of reflecting if this is happening is by looking at your SPA   

data. This reflects your work habits. I am pleased to say a number of students 

have shown they can achieve 4 or above. Students with less than 3.5 need to 

think about how this is impacting on their learning and the learning of other 

students.  

On Thursday I will be hosting the SPA luncheon for those who received 4.5 or 

higher.  

NAPLAN 

Students in Year 7 and 9 have been sent the results of the Naplan tests. Our 

data shows that students have had learning growth. Any parents wishing to 

discuss these results please contact the school.  

Data is important to know where a student is on the learning continuum and 

Naplan is just one of the data sets we use.  
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Our vision is to develop a 

community of lifelong    

learners in a safe and      

supportive environment. 

 In support of this vision we 

value:   

Caring 

Learning 

Excellence 

Accountability 

Respect 



 
Parent Opinion Survey  

A random sample of parents 

was selected to complete this 

survey and were invited to 

participate  online.  

On Monday night  an             

opportunity was available for these parents to 

complete the survey at school and then join     

Daniel Robinson and I in a discussion on last yearõs 

data. This is the third meeting of this type we have 

held and have received feedback that will be 

useful in planning for the future.  

An idea from this meeting was we look at mentors 

for our Year 9 students and that we look at how 

we can better prepare Year 9 and 10s for           

senior  years.  

Survey is to be completed by Friday 27th August.  

Student Activities  

Debating  

Last Monday I attended the Rotary debate. Our 

students - Lachlan Waites, Alex Carter and Maggy 

Sessions debated that òA university education is 

needed to be successful.ó They had the negative 

and had some very convincing arguments.          

Unfortunately, the judges had other ideas and the 

affirmative side won. Thanks to Ms West for     

coaching the side.  

Recently we also had an assembly. Our College 

Leaders - Meg, Nathan, Rachael and Matt led this 

assembly. Matt spoke at the assembly about his 

learning journey and a powerful message for      

students. His speech can be read further on in this 

newsletter and on our Facebook site.  

Naidoc Young Women's Program  

Last week our Year 9 and 10 girls joined with Saint 

Mary of the Angels students in discussions on       

respectful  relationships.  

Ukele playing  

 If you head into the library at lunchtime you will 

find students practicing playing the ukele. This is 

happening under the tuition of Charlotte          

 

 Strawhorn and Jack Tynan.  

Another look around and Charlotte Strawhorn 

has students engaging in a variety of activities in 

preparation for a school variety night which will 

take place on Wednesday 20th September.  

 

Sport Activities  

Congratulations to the winners from Athletics 

sports.  Murray was the overall winner of the day.  

Murray 608, Goulburn 552, Broken 545  

More information on the year level winners will 

be in the next newsletter.  

On Tuesday our Year 7 and 9/10 headed to 

Echuca to compete in interschool basketball.  All 

students performed well.  

Year 7s -  3 close games but didnõt have a win. 

Great teamwork and leadership shown by the 

boys who all gave 100%.  

Year 9s ð 4 games and lost them all. Showed     

resilience against the bigger schools to finish off 

the day.  

Helen Ginnivan  

Principal  
 

 

 

 

 Year 7 Basketballers 
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Rehearsals  will be on:  

Tuesday 29th August,  

Tuesday 5th September,  

Wednesday 13th September,  

Tuesday 19th September.  

These rehearsals will all be at school 

3.30ñ5.30pm except for the 13th         

September ñ this will be at the Uniting 

Church Hall.  

The production  will be held on      

Wednesday the 20th September at 

7.15pm . (performers will need to be 

there at 5pm).  

Tickets are $5 and will be on sale at 

school sooné.. Watch this space for      

further updates.  

 

 
 

 

AUG 25th Years 11 & 12 Study day  

 29-31st Year 11 Ski Camp  

 30-1st Year 10 Camp  

SEP 11th SSVC Athletics  

 13th Parent/Teacher Interviews  

  B&C Excursion  

 20th Year 7 Immunisations  

 22nd  Last day of Term 3  

OCT 09th First day of Term 4  

 

**** PARENT TEACHER  INTERVIEWS****  

WEDNESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 

4.00PMñ7.00PM 

Please book online or via school office 

5866 2331 

If you need to book St Marys teachers please call 

them direct on 5866 2222  

Upcoming Events  



 
 

 

At a recent assembly, school leader Matt Milan spoke about education. Below is his 

talk:  

Iõm going to talk about my    

experience with education.  

I was born and raised here in Nathalia. I went to 

the kindergarten and then the Primary School from 

Prep to Grade 6. Iõve pretty much been a ôNerdõ 

since birth ñI was the kid that read books for fun. At 

one point I actually liked Maths.  

Growing up I wanted to be a lot of things and 

none of those things  are what I want to be now. 

When I was six or seven I was set on archeology. 

Weirdly enough, my teacher at the time ñMrs Hillñ

had a daughter studying archaeology, and gave 

me DVDs and books on the topic. I think thatõs 

when I really started to like learning. Later on, I 

wanted to be an anthropologist, and then a          

psychologist. Somewhere in there I made the     

dramatic switch to ôdrawerõ or illustrator, because I 

had just started drawing, but I threw that out the 

window when I was told that artists make no      

money.  

 

In the last two years Iõve kept to the ôologyõ route 

and focused on biology. While Iõd love to sit in a 

lab and study genetics, that puts you on a salary 

pretty close to an  artist, so I had to step up another level and go for biomedicine. Luckily, there's a job 

called genetic counselling, which is the perfect mix between helping people, genetic research and 

money. So thatõs what Iõve aimed for. I fast-tracked biology and am now doing English, Literature, 

Maths Methods, Chemistry and a Human Bioscience class through La Trobe University.  

 

Iõve only been at the secondary college for two and  a half years, since I went to Goulburn Valley     

Grammar in Shepparton for Years 7 to 9. It is an incredibly different environment there, in ways that are 

both better and really worse. I learnt quite a bit throughout those three years. Here are some tips:  

1. Nobody is as smart as they think they are, or as their parents say. There are millions of people 

more intelligent or stronger, or funnier than you, but thatõs ok. Thereõs different kinds of                

intelligence, and they are just as important as one another ñan architect is useless without a 

builder. Thereõs a reason teachers always say to just ôdo your bestõ. If you try to do more or      

compare yourself to the dude who gets  the 99.95 ATAR, youõll be miserable. 

2. Find out whatever your natural talent is and get better at that while you can. Once your      

schedule gets tight, you wont have as much time to work on it. If your university degree falls 

through youõll have something to cling toñeven if itõs something like cooking, or organization or         

something. Creative pursuits are great, since robots cant take that over from you in the future.  

3. Please, for the love of all that is good in the world, donõt wait until Year 12 to start doing         

homework.  

 

  

Student writings  



 

 

On Monday evening August 14 our debating team travelled to Yarrawonga to      

participle in the annual Rotary debating completion. Our team comprised Lachlan 

Waites, Alex Carter and Maggy Sessions. The topic was òThat a university education is 

essential for successó Our team debated the negative against Albury High School.   

The team from Nathalia presented some well researched arguments in a  clear and definite speech but 

on the night the Albury team were the winners.  

Well done to 

our students 

who showed    

initiative in         

accepting 

the         

challenge to 

engage in 

debating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pobonk is the name of the book recently launched at the Grain Store.     

Local author Sharon Atkinson (Grandma of Kian, Markiah and Jakara)  

translated and adjusted ôTiddlick Frogõ and put it into Yorta Yorta language. The pictures in the book are 

from the Primary School children.  

Well worth getting a copy!!  

Pictured below is Sharon (left) with her daughter Roxanne and 

grand daughter Jakara.  

 

Book launch  

Debaters take up the challenge  


